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Tuesday, 9 August
Wharry the Chemist told us he had been in Normandy, found it
very uncomfortable, was mobbed, and very glad to get out of the
country. He says unless you go all lengths with the French and
take their part through thick and thin they consider that you are
against them, and accordingly treat you as an enemy.
Thursday, u August
The weather has become intensely hot again. There are such
quantities of apricots this year and they all ripen so fast together
that there is no knowing what to do with them. A great number
have been given away.
Old John Bryant told my Father today as they were talking about
the War that he remembered the news -coming that the King of
France's head had been cut off. He was a boy at the time, 13 years
old, helping to drain a field near Bull's Copse at Tytherton, and he
heard the men with whom he was working talking about the news
that had just come.
[The diarist returns to Clyro.]
Monday, 15 August
This being the Napoleon F£te Day it has been supposed that the
Emperor would hazard a battle for the sake of French sentiment.
Went to see the old soldier and talk to him about the War. I asked
him as an old enemy of the French which side he took, French or
Prussian. He said he knew nothing of the Germans, the French were
more natural to him and he wished them well. They were very
kind to him, he said, when he was quartered in the Allied Army at a
small village near Arras. He helped them to dig their fields, garden,
cut wood or do anything that was wanted. In return they rewarded
him by giving him their nice white bread, while the dark hard
ration went to the pigs. Morgan said there was often a good and
friendly feeling between English and French soldiers when they
were in the field. He had often been on picquet duty less than 50
yards from the French sentries. He would call out, 'Bon soir'. The
Frenchmen would sing out in return 'Will you boire?' Then they
would lay down their arms, meet in the middle space and drink
together. Morgan liked drinking with the French sentries because
they mostly had something hot. He believes and believed then that if
they had been caught fraternizing he would have been shot or hung.

